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' And only when we are 


Mre. Hjalmar Petersen 
721 Seventh Street, 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


dour Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 
“* Voyage "Round the World by Magellan.” 


LAYING FOUNDATIONS FOR WORLD 
QRGANIZATION. 


FAITH WARD LIBBY 


' ‘When a house is swept away in a storm, our first 
westion is, “What kind of foundations did it have?” 
| Today most people feel the need of a world organization 
rns foundations will be strong to weather the storms 
_ Much has been said of the iniquities of the Versailles 
Treaty but not enough of the failures of those in power 
to express the spirit which could have corrected even 
those injustices. Nor has enough been said of the public 
support which was lacking when Briand tried to recon- 
cile France and Germany. Even more.important than 
the treaties or constitutions themselves are the attitudes 
of leaders and the attitude of the public without whose 
coeperation and support they can do little: . 
~ But, some will say, when probably cighty percent 
“Of thie” people “of the world peace; is not~that’ade- 
quate support fora world organization desi 
vide for peaceful adjustrnent of disputes? No, not 
enough, for all teo matty are thinking primarily of the 
fruits of peace, such as proepny: leading their lives as 
they choose, etc., and naturally they hate war oer anything 
else that would upset these desirable conditions. But 
real peace is not just a state of normalcy in which 
physical conflict does not exist, but rather'a conscious, 
continual striving ‘to live in harmony with God’s laws. 
ing to free ourselves from 
evil tendencies in thought, feeling or action do we really 
hate war, for those things are causes of war. 
But in a world where so much greed, covetousness 


. and complacency exist, how can we ever get rid of the 
war system and build a peaceful world on sure founda-. | 


tions? It should encourage us to remember. that, as a 
species, homo sapiens or modern man is only in -his 
youth, his forma period, with infinite possibilities for 
change. Secondly, when we think of the miraculous 
(Continued on Page 2). 


Bart. of international welfare. Upon this group 
ed to pro- . 
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_AN INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
OLIVE I. REDDICK 


The problem, what sort of world order shall- be 


"established after the war, is of importance. All kinds 
~ of contingencies — who wins, and how, how 1 


the war 
lasts, what men influence the peace — complicate- the 
problem. But for men of good-will there is one united 
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desire — to establish lasting foundations of justice and | 


peace; and one immediate challenge — to bring about 
through education, and before it is too late, a national 
point of view which will demand such an outcome. 
‘Among these men of good-will there is a small group 
of internationalists whose picture of peace, whose test of 
justice, whose standard af democracy is applied without 


_ regard to national boundaries, or class, or creed, or 


color. They are passionately devoted to the welfare of 
their country, but know that American welfare must be 
more 
any other rests the responsibility to study intelli- 
gently the principles and factors involved in international 
peace, freedom, and justice, and the challenge to make 
these known to all Americans. 
_ It is customary to classify the chief issues as,politi- 
cal and economic, even though we aré increasingly aware 


' of how interwoven these are,-and of how large the 


ethical aspects loom. Among the political issues two 
of primary importance are democracy and limitation of 
sovereignty. The question arises: shall the member 


states be represented in the world government by gov- 


ernmentally appointed officials, as in the League of Na- 
tions, or by representatives elected by the people, as. in 
the United States Senate. Although the latter more 
democratic method presents difficulties, it eliminates one » 
great weakness. of the League, where high officials 
seemed often more careful of the prestige of the home 
governments than of the work of the League or of the 
welfare of the people of the world. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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(LAYING FOUNDATIONS (Cont.) 


progress that has taken place in the past fifty years in 
the field of science, why should not we expect more 
progress in our spiritual natures than we have ever 
dreamt of? Why not? And then you say, but human 
‘ mature has changed so little. What of it? We don’t 
, need to change human nature; we need to exchange it 
for more of God’s nature. And we could do this if we 
were willing to spend more time with Him. So in 
planning world organization we should have high ex- 
pectations.. 

At the-same time our organization must grow out 
of specific and recognized needs. The United States 
Constitution was written to fit the needs of this country 
and it has served us well. When practically the same 


neighbors and transplanted to their countries, naturally 
it did not meet their peculiar problems. Had their con- 
*. stitutions grown out of their own situations they would 
have worked better. 
Then there is the matter of national temperament. 
Some peoples like to work for distant goals, others for 
goals within reach. In.a world organization the needs 
of both these types of nations should be met. . Then, too, 
‘we. must recognize and provide for the different stages 
of development among peoples and their differences in 
emotional attitudes due to their past histories, their 
successes and their failures. When we afe considering 
the needs of other nations, we must give thought to 
their material conditions, but we should realize that their 
first and greatest need may be psychological. For in-. 
stance, the colored races crave recognition of their right 
to equality with the white race, believing that then mate- 
rial improvements would follow. 
It has been possible to suggest only a few ideas 
-which might help*in laying enduring foundations for 
world organization. And even now as this tremendous 


bility of its achievement unless we strive for more faith 
in ourselves, more faith in others, and above all more 
faith in God. Never will so much be demanded of us as 
in the building of this organization. But with God’s 
help, and only if we.are willing to accept His help, shall 
we be equal to the task. Each day as we strengthen our 
trust in His ways of working and in His mighty purpose 
of progress for man, we are helping’ to build those very 
foundations on which can be built a world organization 
that will protect and bless mankind. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


The ‘WIL Executive Committee has decided to be 
very gencrous and to send one more issue of FOUR 
LIGHTS ‘o the membership list. Here it is! To avoid 
complications of checking lists in different offices, paid 
subscribers will receive a duplicate copy — pass it along! 
. Many, many complimentary and enthusiastic letters 
about FOUR LIGHTS have been received. Contribu- 
tions have also come generously and we used them to 
buy and store a supply of paper. Paid subscriptions 
have come from 29 states, England and Puerto Rico. 
Now we need the support of ALL our members. Com- 
ing issues will go only to subscribets. Send your order to: 


FOUR LIGHTS 


1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Owned and published by Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 

NATIONAL LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 

Ten issues a year 
Subscription price 50c - Single copies Sc 

h 25 copies, one issue — $1.00 postpaid 

National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N.W., Washington, D. C. 


constitution was adopted by some of our South American, . 


task is being contemplated we must realize the impossi- . 


OUR OWN BRANCHES 


Delving into Mrs. Olmsted’s 
mail produces most encouraging 
signs of initiative and energy among 
our members. As samples we re- 
port that California, under the presi- 
dency of Mrs. Helen Lyle Creed, 
issues a regular “Work Sheet” of 


practical instructions to those {and — 


only those) who are willing to write 
frequently and get others to write to 
their Congressmen and report back 


to her. The San Diego branch is: 


having larger and livelier meeti 
than for several years, taking in 


‘quite a few new members — even 


bringing back a few ‘old ones. 


One of our members describes 
how she and a-few of her neighbors 
gathered vegetables and fruit that 
were going to waste in suburban 
gardens, set two days a week for 
canning and at the end of five weeks 
had 1500 jars an@ glasses of food 
ready for the needy this winter,. Per- 


haps some of you have similar sup- — 


plies. Have you thought of sending 
them to the Civilian Public Service 
Camps, thus helping the conscien- 
tious objectors already at work? 


We can supply a list of them and 


their locations. 


The Next Armis' 


Can the Tin Hats of the Nations Find Unity 


A WORLD FELLO 
CENTER 


Wouldn’t you like . 
World Government a 
mountains of New |! 
World Fellowship, In 
has bought for its perma 
a beautiful wooded tract 
way. its four hundrs 
a large lodge and a. 
which are to be used for 
Mrs. Lola Maverick | 
World Government Cha 


_one of the speakers at tk 


ference, held during the 
in August. Miss 
Miss Katherine Blake | 
People came and went 
registration mounting 

three hundred. A longer 
is being 
The moving spirits in- th 
ing are Mr. and Mrs. Ct 
erick Weller. Their ow 
is reflected in the vari 
proaches to the central 
the many plans and view 
and ' discussed. Their 
that human unity is as 
that of the universe was 
by the beauty and harr 
lake, the virgin forests, 
Chocorua. 


Our members will be. happy to learn that Miss 


to. be sold for the WIL. It willbe ready about Decem! 
through the Literature Department. Want yours autog 
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Next Armistice 
is’ Find Unity only when. They are Empty? 


.D FELLOWSHIP 
CENTER 


you like .to discuss 
yernment among the 
of New Hampshire? 
lowship, Incorporated, 
or its permanent center 
wooded tract near Con- 
; four hundred acres are 
and a. farmhouse, 
be used for conferences. 
Maverick Lloyd, our 
mmment Chairman, was 
peakers at the first con- 
| during the last week 
Miss Amy Woods and 
rine Blake also spoke. 
e and went, the total 
mounting to. nearly 
d. A longer conference 
niret*for next summer. 
spirits in the undertak- 
and Mrs. Charles Fred- 
‘Their own tolerance 
in the variety of “ap- 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


The English WIL, despite the 
destruction of their London office, 
continues with a clear-cut program 
and has issued its 25th Annual Re- 
port, a 20-page booklet with a two 
color cover, and a financial state- 
ment showing that they are not, only 
alive but solvent! The study of 
“Peace Aims” is occupying the 
attention of the many organized 
groups over England and Scotland. 


ference in May in Stocklholm- on 
World Federation. The results have 


mimeographed in English. An at- 

tractive gummed sticker has been 

printed which is sold for the benefit 

of Swedish refugee work. They also 
publish an attractive 8 page sheet, 

the central problems, 

ans and views presented ~ Fred och Frihet”, now in its 15th 

ed. Their conviction 

unity is as natural as “Peacewards” has been published 

iniverse was underlined by the WIL in Australia for 24 


years and still comes to the United 
‘ \ States regularly. 


that Miss Emily Greene Balch’s verse is being published, 
bout December Ist at- $1 per copy, and may be ordered 
yours autographed? We'll try. 


_ must be wide enough to present the possibility of pre- 


tional government. 


The Swedish Section held a con- — 


been printed in booklet form, and 


' emotional prejudice. Our devotion should be not to 


“with a will to, preserve the peace of the world and to 


AN INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENT — (Cont) _ 


enerally recognized that interest of peace 
tice nations will have to to relinquish their 


serving peace. Some say this is impossible; then we 
must a way to do the impossible. 
Another political question, tem- 
porary, concerns . the groeraphic limits of the interna- 
tually, surely, it must be a | 
world government. Even now it cannot be exclusive, 
though some nations may exclude themselves by their 
policies and actions. If regional organization is found 
more practical as a first stage (and this is doubtful) it 
must always be conceived as part of a wider government 
toward which it leads. Some believe that political insti- 
tutions may well be regional, but that the economic 
problems will yield only to world-wide treatment. 
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as 
A number of specific posals for in 

ations, bas had a twenty-year trial. Whether 
League should be revivified or whether a new att. 
should be made is a question for calm reason and 


our own pet schemes but to the inclusive effort to organ- 
ize the world for freedom and justice. If it is more 


alternative. . . 


But let us never lose sight of our objective. Let us 
bend our minds and wills now to a democratic organiza- 
tion of the world, with ideals of justice and freedom, 


build its prosperity. Let us not be dissuaded by diffi- . 
culties however mountainous. And let us work to the 
end that the United States be ready to take its place’ 
gladly in a cooperative world. : 


_ This article, requested WIL Executive Committee, has 
also been printed in THE FRIEND, Phila, for October 16, 1940. 


g 
J 
g= a “rights” to act as they please in world and to i a 
i's ~ the sole judge of their own acts. Some nationalists i Re 
believe no power in the world should check any a¢t, 
a) 4 however wrong, of their nation. Internationalists know 
A that in the interests of all peoples international anarchy 
should be prevented by a duly constituted authority in 
accord with accepted law.- This authority will be the 
‘a international government, which must be established 
after this war; and must be given-power to act, above the 
member states, within the limits set.. And these limits 
These group themselves about two stand- 
ards: economic sta’ within among nations, and a rising 
standard of living. One of these must not be sacrificed for the - EE ae 
other, nor one country for another. Here, too, nations must not EE eae 
have the “sovereignty” to enrich themselves by the impoverish- : a ae ba 
ment of others. Probléms of international currency, of trade 
barriers, of raw materials, of markets, of investments, of colonial ) eee 
‘ exploitation, of sqcial security, of migration, must all be ap- ee 
proached with ‘this double purpose. It is customary to look upon a Bie. 
economic problems as too difficult to solve. In fact, the difficulty ie oe 
is largely political and ethical. Often we know the answers but Yee 
have no will to apply them because we desire to profit at the . 
expense of others. Many times there has been wide agreement on | Nae of 
. Mational a | 
policy, .of 
the 
pt — 
not 
practical to go forward with what we have, then let us ae 
revise the League. If—due to the prejudices of its _ ee SoS 
friends or the disillusionment of its enemies—it is im- ~ 
possible to alter the League fundamentally enough to eee 
remove its main weaknesses, then let us turn to an im ae . ~ 
at 


- made it possible to prohibit American 


vy ACTION IN WASHINGTON 


“By. the Neutrality Act of..1935, and. by other. steps: We 


citizens. from traveling on 
vessels belongirig to countries at war.. Was that right? We 
made it clear that American investors who put their money into 
enterprises in foreign nations could not call on American 

or soldiers to bail out their investments, Was that right? 

“We. made it clear that ships flying the American flag could 
not carry munitions to a belligerent, and that they must stay out 
of war zones... Was that right? ; 

“In all these ways, we made it clear to every American, and 
to every foreign nation, that we would avoid becoming entangled 


through some episode beyond our borders. These were measures 
‘to keep.us at. peace, and through all the years of war since 1935, . 


there.has been no entanglement, and there will be no entangle- 


ment.” 


This strong and clear statement was made just a 
‘year ago, October 24, 1940, not by a pacifist, not by 


Senator Wheeler, not by ‘Mr. Lindbergh, but by the 
President ‘of the United: States, speaking in Madison 
Square Garden. Then he declared there had been no 
entanglement and that there would be none. Yet now, 
one year later, he calls for the revision of the Neutrality 
Act to allow the arming of merchant ships and thus 
repudiates his pledge of no entanglement; for armed. 


merchant ships carrying contraband of war will be sunk. ° 


They were sunk in the last war, it is not impossible that 
they will be sunk in this war; and when they are sunk 
we are involved in “some episodes beyond our borders.” 
The Foreign Affairs Committee of the House also has 
repudiated accepted democratic practice in calling for 
closed hearings on this change in the law which will so 
vitally affect our whole country. It is clear to me there 
will be certain citizens who will -bitterly oppose any 
criticism of the President or the President’s actions, and 
others who will believe that in times such as this, organ- 
izations like ours should not try to rock the boat. Here 
lies a deep and important question of principle, so im- 
sg and fundamental that it undercuts all specific 
ssues. - 


peed 


In the work which we have to do in the months 


ahead, there is no doubt that we shall face a winter of 


increasing war pressure and violence, and it is because 
of this that I want to raise a fundamental question of 
principle. 


We have always recognized both the 8-9? | and 
the danger of democracy; yet in the seasons of cool 
blood and calm minds we accepted the risk of this gov- 
ernmental way of life as being the most ethical, the most 
effective and the wisest yet known to man. Parliament- 
ary government, based on the rule of the majority and 
the protection of the minority with its right to criticize 
and protest, was essential for any peaceful world. 


In our country, this demotratic process has been 
sustained by a finely balanced three-way check on power, 
so when two of the branches of government, the judiciary 
and the executive, become a pair of political Siamese 
twins, the vigorous and effective functioning of the legis- 


lative branch is absolutely imperative if the balance is 


to be kept ’t all democratic, and if our government is 


not to revert to some form of dictatorship —a dictator- 
ship which might come to us not so much through direct 
action but by default. 


It is for this reason that I feel that more serious 


than the threat-of war itself to America is the apparent ) 


breaking down of Congressional health. Terrible as it 
would be to accept, I personally believe that in the long 
run the future of our country would be safer should we 
get into 'this-war’as the result of open clear debate and 
action by the Congress, than by sliding in. through exec- 
utive ,efforts and by abdication of its powers ;by the 
Congréss. 


— Dorothy Detzer. 


LITERATURE 


The Literature Office, 1924 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, has a wide variety of material on world govern- 
ment: for. reading, study, discussion; for loan and for 
sale, Miss Reddick’s booklet (“World Organization” 
25c) is timely. Material from the Campaign for World 
Government is available. A “Study Outline on Pacifist 
Technique” is arranged for group discussion in 6 lessons. 
Special kit to accompany outline. $1.00 postpaid. 

A pictorial map poster in 5 colors, very attractive— 


38 in. x 48 in—“America—A Nation of One People From 


Many Countries” is available free to teachers and leaders 
from the Council Against Intolerance in America, Lin- 
coln Building, New York City. 

Christmas Cards. (Envelopes to match.) Available 
through Literature Office as in former. years—price 5c 


and two for 5c. Write for 15 sample cards, 70c postpaid. 


Special discount of 10% to WIL branches ordering in 
quantity for resale. Please send your orders early. 
Citizens Petition for an American Peace Offensive. 
Four organizations are sponsoring this petition under the 
leadership of John Haynes Holmes, Chairman; Women’s 
International League, National Council for Prevention 
of War, Fellowship of Reconciliation, and Keep America 
Out of War Congr 


The subject is emphasized in this line: “We urge the 
President of the. United States to use the influence which 
he possesses as the elected representative of the Ameri- 
can people for the cessation of hostilities and the achieve~ 
ment of a’ just peace.” Sheets 814 in. x 11 in. are attrac- 
tively: printed in blue with spaces for 15 signatures. 
Write for free copies to any of the above organizations 
or to Citizens Petition Committee, 22 East 17th St., New 


York City. 


Gift Books. Buy your Christmas books through the 
WIL. We can make a substantial profit from all kinds 
of books except dictionaries and school books. Send 
your check with order—giving title, author and pub- 
lisher’s namé and books will be sent direct by mail with 
gift card enclosed if desired. ° 


Loan Libraries . Do you know of a rural commun- 
ity or school needing reading matter? We can supply 
interesting books for children or adults—fiction, poetry, 
history—10 to 30 volumes to be retained 3 to 6 months. 
Borrowers must assume responsibility for the books and 
pay transportation both ways — only 1%4c per pound 
any place inthe or colonies.; No ‘rental fee. 
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